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What is a campaign?

So, you want to start a campaign? These tips will help you put in place key things to make your campaign work – to make a difference. 
Are you a campaigner?

There are lots of different words a campaigner - activist, changemaker, protestor, community leader, community organiser ……or troublemaker!
But the best campaigners are people who see something in their world that they want to change – and they work to make that change happen.
To be a campaigner you don’t need to have lots of cash, or to make lots of speeches, or to be a whizz with computers, or be the most confident person around — all you really need is to want to change something.

All over the world, every single day, people are campaigning for things they believe in – people like you. Throughout history some of the biggest changes we’ve seen have been brought about by small groups of passionate people working together to bring about change.

What is a campaign?

This is a super important question – lots of people waste a lot of time doing activities that aren’t actually a campaign.

A campaign is when a group of people work together in an organised and active way towards a goal.

Campaigns are sustained efforts toward a specific outcome. For instance, stopping a coal power plant, or creating a playground, or persuading people to help the lonely, or stop dropping litter. 

Campaigns are different than one-time protests. One-time protests can raise people’s awareness. But the power of a campaign is that after an action is over and people ask, “how can we help make that change?” you offer ideas and specific actions for them to take on board.

Campaigns also inspire people to take further action – a campaign can be just a starting point.
How do you plan an effective campaign?

The most important thing with a campaign is that you start! Many campaigns have won with little, or no plan.  

But it is best to have a plan – plan the work – work the plan
Plans don’t have to be complicated or long, they’re really there to help everyone involved with a campaign to work together, in an organised way to make change happen.
Decide on your goal – the big change you want to see

· Research your campaign to check you’ve got the facts right

· Set some objectives – which are the things you think need to happen to bring about your goal

Launching your campaign

· Figure out who has the power to make change happen – this will be your campaign target

· Set some tactics – which are some activities that will help your objective happen

· Spreading the word – so you have lots of supporters who will help you win!
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