
Cllr Giles Archibald – opposition to the plan for a new coalmine in Cumbria 

I have two main objections to the mine.  

1. It will add to global greenhouse gas emissions - exacerbating the harm  caused by 

global warming.  

2. Britain will be less able to convince the rest of the world to reduce emissions.  

At its worst, climate change could threaten human existence. We know from accepted 

science that greenhouse gases, ( shorthand - ‘CO2e’) are to blame.  

There is no doubt that the mine will initially increase the stock of emissions, at  an 

environmental cost of at least £39m p.a.  

The mine’s environmental statement indicates that the emissions from just the 

operation of the mine would average 366,564 tonnes of CO2e each year. Deducting 

savings from shipping (107,430 p.a.) gives a net figure of around  250,000 tonnes of 

CO2e p.a.  

Using the German environmental agency estimate (of €180) for the value  of 

environmental damage caused by each tonne of CO2e, we arrive at the  value of 

£39m p.a.. This will apply until some form of CO2e capture is implemented - as yet 

an uncertain technology.  

In addition, while constructing the mine, CO2e will be emitted - estimated at 85,105 tonnes. 

This equates to an additional environmental cost of £13m.In reality the mine is likely to 

cause even more environmental damage.  

Professor Paul Ekins, Professor of Resources and Environmental Policy, and Director UCL 

Institute for Sustainable Resources has cogently argued that the coal mined in Cumbria will, 

under the normal laws of supply and demand, result in more coal being mined globally at a 

potentially cheaper price. i.e., there will be even more greenhouse gas emissions.  

In a letter opposing the plan, Prof. Ekin writes: “I conclude that the claims made by Cumbria 

County Council, that the mine would not result in additional carbon emissions, are entirely 

unfounded.  On the contrary, I would expect the mine to result in considerable additional 

carbon emissions.” 

Lord Deben, chair of the Climate Change Committee that advises the government wrote on 

January 29th of this year: “The opening of a new deep coking coal mine in Cumbria will 

increase global emissions and have an appreciable impact on the UK’s legally binding 

carbon budgets.” 

Leadership at the COP26 global conference 

The UK will host the 26th UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP26) in 
Glasgow on 1 – 12 November 2021. 

The COP26 summit brings parties together to accelerate action towards the goals of the 
Paris Agreement and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. The UK is 
committed to working with all countries and joining forces with civil society, companies and 
people on the frontline of climate change to inspire climate action ahead of COP26. 

A recent UN report indicated that we must dramatically reduce our global emissions over the 

next 10 years - or face disaster. Reaching consensus among over 190 nations will be vital to 



the health of the planet. The world is very aware of our plans to build a mine in Cumbria. Our 

ability to negotiate a deal will be severely hampered if we continue.  

Giles Archibald May 2021 
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