
 
Rebecca Willis statement – against the mine plan 
 
To avert the worst of the climate crisis, we need to stop digging coal, oil and gas out of the ground. 
This is not just a position put forward by environmental activists. It is a fact, as certain as gravity.  
 
In recent weeks both the United Nations Environment Programme and the International Energy 
Agency have clearly stated that no new coal mines or oil wells can open, if we are to keep safe. The 
UK has strong climate targets, but does not yet have the plans in place to meet them. The rest of the 
world looks to us to lead the way, and if we open new mines, that will discourage other countries, 
making the overall situation worse. Instead, we need to show what climate leadership looks like. 
 
There will be people who tell you that we need this mine, because we need steel, and we need jobs. 
They are half right. We need steel, and we need jobs. But they are wrong to argue that the mine is 
the answer to this.  
 
All UK and European steel companies have plans to make steel without coal, using electricity or 
hydrogen instead. Over the next twenty years, they will move away from coal, meaning that this 
mine won’t be able to sell its product. On jobs, the government is spending billions on covid 
recovery – we need to direct that toward developing the industries that we will need for our future, 
like renewable energy, electric cars and climate-friendly farming and land management.  
 
Cumbria’s West Coast should be making plans for these jobs, not jobs in an outdated, polluting 
industry like coal. 
 
I work at Lancaster University, and I live in Cumbria. Over my career, I’ve worked with government, 
businesses and communities to find solutions to the climate crisis. As a university researcher, it’s my 
job to assess evidence. I’ve looked closely at the evidence for and against the mine. There is 
overwhelming evidence, from leading scientists, the United Nations and many others, that no new 
mines can be opened. I can provide references for all this evidence.  
 
On the contrary, there is absolutely no evidence to support the claims put forward by West Cumbria 
Mining that this mine would be better for the climate. Absolutely none at all. West Cumbria Mining 
and their consultants have also exaggerated the steel industry’s dependence on coal. It is wrong to 
say, as they do, that the same amount of coal will be needed for thirty years or more. There is no 
independent evidence to support that claim – I have searched for it and asked for it, and it hasn’t 
been provided. 
 
This mine is not needed, and would worsen the climate crisis. It would be a huge step backward for 
West Cumbria, and the world, if the mine were to go ahead.  
 


